,;
g ol

Oourse:

READING REPORTS

by

Luis Fidel Merceade

May 1962

New Testement 336: The Meening of Jesus Christ
for the Early Churech

Prefesser: Dr. Samuel Maclean Gilmour

Andover Newten Thealegicel School

Newton Oentre, Messsachusetts



The Nemes of Jesus by Vincent Tayler. Macmillen & Co. Ltd., Lenden, 1959

This little volume deals with all the nsmes of Jesus that sppear in
the New Testement. The auther divides his work in two majer parts:

I. The Principel Nemes and Titles of Jesus; II. Other Nemes and Titles
of Jesus. Under the first division he considers the follewing names

and titles: (1) Jesus, (2) the Son of Joseph; the Son of Mary, (3) Rabbi;
Rabboni; Teacher; Master (4) Prophet; the Prophet (5) Christ (end
relsted titles) (6) The Son of David (7) The Sonof Men (8) The Ser-
vent (9) The Lord (10)Son of God (end related titles). The second
division has four subdivisions, nsmely, (1) Messianic Titles, (2) Mes-
sisnic end Communel Names, (3) Seterielogical Titles, (4) Christolegical
Titles Proper.

In the treatment of these names and titles the auther follows a
similer sporoach. .First, he consideres the possible meaning of the name
or title in Hellenistic and Jewish circles. Then he presents the evidence
from the New Testament. And finally, he draws conclusions ss to its
meaning in the New Testament.

Generally spesking, Tayler traces the erigin and meaning of the
nzmes and titles tc Old Testement and Jewish Intertestementasl litersture,
and tends to minimize the Hellenie influence. Hewever, he comstantly
points out that the nemes and titles which were mest cemmonly used in
the Gentile churech were those that hed religicus end culturel sssecia-
tiens in the Hellenistic werld. Thie is especielly true of the name
Lord. Another point that he brings eut is that the names and title of
Jesus have such e rich snd trenscendental meaning thet neither the Jew-

ish ner the Hellenistic backgrounds ere capsble of providing a full
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explanation of their content and impert. The latter can only be grasped
in the light of Jesus snd the faith of the early church, and even then
enly haltingly.

The reeder is impressed by the following facts:

l. The wide sariety of nemes applied to Jesus. In sll fifty-five
names and titles are coensldered.

2. The prompt disappearance of some of the nemes and titles from
genersl usage end the emergence of others. The title Christ is & case
in point. It wase used very guerdedly if at all by eur Lord of Himself,
end then rsther sparingly. As soon as Ch;iatianity moved into the Hel-
lenistic world the title beceme a preper name vsriocusly jeined te the
preneminal adjective our, the name Jesus and the title Lerd. The letter

-«
really became the title par excellence in the Gentile world.

3. The 1mportant‘rola thet wership end veneration played in the
shaping of these nemes and titles. They did net emerge from & purely
theolegical intent, altheugh this is not abscnt,‘bux rather from a deep
faith end commitment to the exalteé Christ. This is especially true of
the Fourth Evangelist.

4. The superficial seund of modern attempts to give titles or
nemes to Jesus thet reflect our modern and often humenistic or piletistic
interests.

5. The rich Christological impert ef these names and titles.
|

| The book is intended to provide a stimulus for a Christology ef

the New Testament. This is exactly the purpose of Tayler. He desls with

this theme in the velume The Persen ef Christ in the New Testament.

Do hioh . Huppns v Tebe, . Cla
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The Persen of Chrjist New Te ent Tesch
by Vincent Teyler. Mscmillen & Co. Ltd., Londcn, 1959

Thie book is divided into twe wajor parts. The first is exegstical
‘and deals with the Christelegy of each bock or greup ef books in the
New Testament: first with the Gospels, then with the Acts eof the Apea—
tles, with the Pauline ‘bietlea, and with the rest of the becks in a
mere or less chrenelegical succession. A4 special section is deveted
to the Hymn in Phil. 2:6-11. This is the traditional way of hendling
the Christelegy ef the New Testament.

~:1 The secend psrt is historicsl end theclogical and considers the
Christological problem in:terms of ifa chronolegical develepment, i.e.
the divine consciousnes of Jesus is censidered first, then the Christe-
legy of the primitive Christian comuunities:hf;; contribution of the
great writere,and finally Taylor mekes his own Christological fermula-
tion.

Tayler speaks ef the divine coneciouaness of Jesus rather than of
his messianic¢ censcicusness. By this phrase he means thet Jesus was
conscious of being more than man, ef sharing during his earthly existence
in the life of Deity itself. He draws from the Gospels five arguments
in erder to buttress his position. These ere: (1) the use by Jesus ef
fhe name 'Son of Man" with reference i1o himself; (2) His eensciousness
of being at victorious odds with Satesn snd the pewer of dsrkness; (3)
His severeign use of the Old Testement; (4) Hie teaching concerning the
Spirit; (5) His conception of His redemptive ministry as the Suffering
Servant of the Lord. Murthermore, Taylor maintains thet the following

sayings--Merk 1:11, Luke 10:22= Mt. 11:27, and Mk. 13:32--alse furnish
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evidence that Jesus' "consciousness eof divine Sonship is the key to
the presentatien of Jesus we find in sll the Gospels." (p. 169).

This consciocusness of Divine Senship ceme to Jesus under the
limitation of hie hummnity. "It was through presyer, as well as by re-
veletion end intuition, that He came to know Himself ss Sens™ (179),
The Syneptic Gospels give us asn account of this consciousness of Son-
ship more in harmony with the humenity of Jesus. The Gospel of John
presents Sonship "always in its noon-dey aplendour.' The former is the
more historicel picture.

Teyler then considers the Christolegy of the priwmitive Christien
communities. He finds thet the primitive Christian comwmunities were
hardly influenced by the grest writers of the New Testement. The
determinstive factors for their views of Christ were the Resurrectioen,
the use of the term Lord by Jesus in parsbles, the use of the 0Old Testa-
ment, the effect of the invecation of Christ in worship, exerciem and
confession st baptism, end sbove all the sense of unien with Christ ex-
perienced in the breaking of bread. MAll of this made the confession of
OChrist as Lord inevitsble. The basic concept was that of the Lerdship ¢
of Christ which wes meaningful for the present and alse for the future.

T;e Christological deficiencies are present in primitive Christian
communities, namely (1) "the absence of a clese cormexion in Christisn
teaching between the Person and Werk of Christ, and (2) the feilure te
relete the high claims made for Christ and the pesitien assigned te him
in the doctrine of God" (p. 210).

In the great writers of the New Testament attempts are made to meet
these deficiencies, but only in the trinitsrian formuletion are the

issues reslly met.
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In the final chapters of the boock Teyler endeavers to defend
his own hkenetic“ Christolegy. He follews in bthis respect H. R. Mack-
intosh snd P. T. Forsyth. All three maintain thet the incernstion in-
volves some kind of depetentation of deity. The kenosis passage eof
Philippians 2 #s used widely but not excluseively.

As we read this beok the follewing idess cressed our minds:

1. The exegeticel werk must precede any Christolegicel fermulation.
This is what Tayler has done in the first part ef his book. Ne Christ-
olegy can be based merely on philesephical or even theclogicel & prieris. *

2. There are many Christologies in the New Testament. There is
the Christolegy of the primitive Christians and the Christologies of
the great gnd lesser writers. Teyler peints out how ell the New Testa-
ment writers are indebted to thie primitive formuletion end how they
made new advances. This variety and richness in Christolegical formu-
lstions is a witness to the tremendous impact of the Christ event on
the first cemtury Christiens.

3. The basic positien assumed by Tayler is thst of the divine con-
sciousness of Jesus. He bases his position on exegetical and Christe-
logical grounds. It is interesting to note thst other sgcholars employ
the same categories and reject that conclusion. |

4. It is obvious from this bock thet the Christological problem is
net settled Qithin the pages of the New Testament. This was done later
by the churbh. Even tedey many question the church's solution.

5. The weakest pecint in the whole book is Teyler's attempt to put

forth his "kenetic" Christolegy. At lesst there is net a besie in Philip-

“W.Mm‘
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plans 2 for a theory of depotentation.



The Christolegy of the New Testament by Oscer Cullmann. Westiminaster

Press, Philadelphie, 1959.

This volume consists of four parts. Pert I desls with the Christe-
logical titles which refer tc the earthly werk of Jesus, namely, Prophet,
$uffering $ervant of God end High Priest. Part II covers the titles
which refer to the future werk of Jesus, i.e. Mesasish and Son of Man.
Part III includes the titles which refer to the present werk of Jesus,
nemely, Lord =nd Savier. 4nd Part IV conaidqrs the titlew which refer
to the pre-existence of Jesus, i.e. the Word, Son of God, and Ged. 1In
sll, ten titles are considered in all their Christelegical import. How-
ever, many of the other titles given te Jesus in the New Testament are
considered under these ten.

The method empleyed by Cullmann in deeling with these Christelogical
titles is €3 some extéWt<giver~#n the fourfold division of his book.

He considers successively the titles that comprise the earthly, the es-
chatelogical, the present,and the pre-existent work ef Christ. However,
he is careful to peint eut thet meny of the titles illuminate two or even
more of the aspects of the Christ-event. In every case, the author reises
the question whether the title under consideration wes epplied by Jesus

te himself or was a creatiocn of the primitive Christian cemmunity.

Also, almoet every title is examined wgainst its Jewish and Hellenistic
background, and in the light of the use made of it by Jesus and the early
church. On the whole there is a tendency to give more zgiggs.io.iewiah
r$3£: then to the Greek. Of course, the auther thinkg thst exegetically

end historically this is the proper thing to do.

Cullmenn shews thst the picture one gets from the study of New

"
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Testament Christology is one in which the point of reference feor all
Christological questions and formulastions is the event of the life,
death, and resurrection of Christ and the perception of that event by
the believing community. All Christelogical thought in the New Testa-
ment starts with the historical reveletion and moves backwards end for-
werds, effirming on the one hand,-the pre-existence of Ohrist, and en
the othequhia future ceming. Furthermore, Cullmann points out thet all
reveletion in the New Testament is conceived in terms of Christ. Thus
Christ is presented ass the mediator of crestion, redemption end con-

summation. The sté@ment, "There cen be no_Heilsgeschichte without Christ-

ology; no Christology without a Heilsgeschichte which unfolde in time"
(ps 9), summarized well the thesis of the whole beok.

Cullmann tskes a position completely oppesite to thet of Bultmenn
end his follewers in respect to the divine consciousness of Jesus. He
meinteins--on exegetical and historicel grounds, of course--that Jesus
wes oonscious of carrying out God's plan from the moment of his baptism.
Jesus understoed his missien in terms of Isaish 55 right frem the begin-
ning and thought thet he had come to introduce the Kingdom of God as the
Son of Men. Jesus alse appli:;*igzgg;ncept of High Priest, and himself
was conscious of being the Seon of Ged in 2 speciel way. It was because
this was so0 thet the early church conceimed of him in these terms.

Cullmenn slao shows the great importance thaet the lerdship of Christ
had for the primitive church. This Lerdship waes over the church, the
whole werld and the individual Christisn. This Lordship was experienced
by the church in the resurrection experiences and in its experiences of

wership.

There are two things thst have been impressed on our minds asgain
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end asgain while resding this book. One is the fact of the scholsrly
neture of this velume. Cullmenn uees all the rescurces of New Testa-
ment schelership te buttrese his thesis. His knowledge of the field
end its literature ia tremendous; especially helpful are the footnotes.
The other hes to do with the thesis concerning the divine conscious-
ness of Jesus. How is it péssible for men like Bultmann and Cullmenn--
both top New Testament schelars--to come to diemetikicelly opposed con-
clusions? Obviocusly, both of them cmnnot be right. Are these dif-
ferences tc be accounted for by the fect thet both of them start from:
different theologicel snd philesophicel presuppesitions? If this is
the cese, can there by any objective scholarship? These ere sdme of
the questions thet have pesed thraugh our minds es we read this velume.
It would seem that the question of methedelegy is important here.

Can we rightly understend the New Testsment with our present-dey cate-

"gories of time,. spmce, and history? Cen we'accept the New Testament

world-view that Christ is the center of histery? Perhaps it is the
answer toc this question that ferces scholers te draw different conclu-

slons from the same historicsl material.




